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DEEWR DEFINITION OF LOW SES 

From HEPPP: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clarification from DEEWR (email correspondence) 

 

 

  

1.60.1 For this Component, the indicator of domestic undergraduate students from low SES 

backgrounds at a provider is derived using the following formula: 

C = (2xA + B) / 3 

(Indicator of undergraduates 

from low SES backgrounds) 

 

 

Where: A 

 

is the total number of domestic undergraduate students enrolled at a 

provider who have home addresses in the lowest quartile of the SEIFA 

Education and Occupation Index based on the measure of low SES as 

determined by the Minister. 

 

 B 

 

is the number of domestic undergraduate students who meet relevant 

income support payment criteria in relation to the following payment 

types: (currently) Dependent Youth Allowance (full-time students) 

ABSTUDY (Living Allowance), Austudy; Pensioner Education Supplement; 

ABSTUDY Pensioner Education Supplement; and ABSTUDY Away from 

base assistance. 

 

1.60.5. The measure of low SES in Component A and the mix of eligible payments listed in 

Component B in subsection 1.60.1 may be changed at the discretion of the Minister. 

1.60.10. In any given year, the amount of funds specified for Participation funding under 

subsection 1.45.10, for that year, shall be available for distribution to eligible providers using the 

following formula: 

Funding = (C/D) X E 

  

Where: C 

 

is the indicator of domestic undergraduate students from low SES 

backgrounds enrolled at an eligible higher education provider as 

calculated in accordance with subsection 1.60.1  
 

 D 

 

is the total of the indicators of domestic undergraduate students from 

low SES backgrounds, calculated in accordance with subsection 1.60.1, 

enrolled over all eligible providers  
 

 E is the Participation funding in that year  
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Elements 410 and 411 - Address of Permanent Home Residence Part 1 and 2 –  

FIRST YEAR: 2009 

LAST YEAR: 
 

FIELD NAME: HOME-PART1 

ELEMENT NAME: Address of permanent home residence - Part 1 

DESCRIPTION: 
The first part of the address for the student's permanent home 

residence 

CODING NOTES: 

This code must reflect the permanent home residence and is to be 
provided by the student each year.  

Wherever possible, the physical address rather than the postal address 

should be provided. 

 

Element 413 – Address of Permanent Home Residence – Postcode 

FIRST YEAR: 2009 

LAST YEAR: 
 

FIELD NAME: HOME-POCODE 

ELEMENT NAME: Address of permanent home residence - postcode 

DESCRIPTION: The Australian postcode or overseas country code for the student's 

permanent home residence 

CLASSIFICATION: CODE MEANING 

  bbbb (4 spaces) Overseas country 

  0001 to 9999 Australian postcode 

CODING NOTES: This code must reflect the permanent home residence and is to be 
provided by the student each year.  

Wherever possible, the postcode for the physical address rather than for 

the postal address should be provided. 

  

Higher education students are classified as low SES if their permanent home address is located in 

those CDs with lowest SEIFA Index of Education and Occupation (IEO) scores where 25% of the 

15-64 year-old population reside.  

In order to allocate a student to a CD we need their detailed home address and this is provided 

for all Commonwealth Assisted Students (CAS). Only students using HECS-HELP, paying HECS up 

front, receiving Commonwealth scholarships or using FEE-HELP fall within scope of the CAS file.  

For fee-paying and fee-exempt students who do not have a CAS file record, their SES is calculated 

based on the postcode of their permanent home address as a default in lieu of a CD value. Using 

2009 first half enrolment data, 91.8% of 517,653 domestic students enrolled at Table A 

universities have been allocated a CD value, 8.0% have been allocated a postcode value and only 

0.2% have not been allocated either a CD or postcode value. This means that 99.8% of domestic 

undergraduates have been allocated an SES score either based on their CD of home location or 

postcode of home location.  

The Centrelink data being used in the interim measure is sourced from within DEEWR and is only 

recorded at the aggregate institution level to ensure privacy. 
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The email from DEEWR refers to 15-64 year old population. However, the ABS Information Paper on 

the SEIFA Indices 2006 suggests that the IEO is population aged 15 years and over.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

INDEX OF EDUCATION AND OCCUPATION 

 

Included Variables  

� % People aged 15 years and over who left school at Year 11 or lower  

� % People aged 15 years and over with no post-school qualifications  

� % Employed people who work in a Skill Level 5 occupation  

� % Employed people who work in a Skill Level 4 occupation  

� % People (in the labour force) unemployed  

� % People aged 15 years and over with a certificate qualification  

� % People aged 15 years and over at university or other tertiary institution  

� % People aged 15 years and over with an advanced diploma or diploma 

qualification  

� % Employed people who work in a Skill Level 1 occupation 

Variables Dropped (in 2006) 

� % People aged 15 years and over who are still attending secondary school  

� % Employed people who work in a Skill Level 2 occupation  

� % People aged 15 years and over who did not go to school  

� % People aged 15 years and over with degree or higher 
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DEEWR AND FIRST IN FAMILY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Element 573 and Element 574 Highest Education Attainment of parent/guardian 1 and 2 

FIELD NAME: EDUCATION-PARENT1 

ELEMENT NAME: Highest educational attainment of parent/guardian 1 

DESCRIPTION: A code which provides information about the highest educational 

attainment of the first parent or guardian as identified by the student.   

CLASSIFICATION:  CODE MEANING 

 01 Not a commencing student 

  A commencing student whose highest educational attainment of a male 

parent/guardian was: 

 20 • Postgraduate qualification (eg. Postgraduate Diploma, Masters, 

PhD) 

 21 • Bachelor Degree 

 22 • Other post school qualification (e.g. VET Certificate, Associate 

Degree or Diploma  

 23 • Completed Year 12 schooling or equivalent 

 24 • Did not complete Year 12 schooling or equivalent 

 25 • Completed Year 10 schooling or equivalent 

 26 • Did not complete Year 10 schooling or equivalent 

 49 • Don’t know 

  A commencing student whose highest educational attainment of a 

female parent/guardian was: 

 40 • Postgraduate qualification (eg. Postgraduate Masters, PhD) 

 41 • Bachelor Degree 

 42 • Other post school qualification (e.g. VET/TAFE Certificate, Associate 

Degree or Diploma) 

 43 • Completed Year 12 schooling or equivalent 

 44 • Did not complete Year 12 schooling or equivalent 

 45 • Completed Year 10 schooling or equivalent 

 46 • Did not complete Year 10 schooling or equivalent 

 59 • Don’t know 

 98 Not applicable 

 99 No information provided by student 

 

Some submissions in response to the Discussion Paper – Measuring the Socio-economic 

Status of Higher Education Students – suggested that a ‘first in family to attend higher 

education’ might be a useful measure of SES.  However, research commissioned by 

DEEWR suggests that this measure may not be sufficiently discriminating. The Centre 

for the Study of Higher Education examined data from The Australian University 

Student Finances (AUSF) 2006 survey and found that 59.8% of undergraduates could be 

classified as first in family to attend higher education. This suggests that a ‘first in 

family’ measure is not sufficiently discriminating and therefore is unlikely to be useful 

as a measure of low SES. The Department is currently examining the data being 

collected on parental education to assess the most appropriate measure of parental 

education background to be used in the SES indicator. 


